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Safe Wherever We Are 
 
No matter where we are we have a responsibility to keep ourselves and those around us safe. If 
we discover a situation that is unsafe, we should never walk away leaving an open hole or a 
missing guardrail for someone else to find, possibly the hard way.  
 

Contact your foreman and let them know where you are and what the situation is. If it's not 
safe we need to stay and warn others until the situation is remedied.  
 

Never walk away from a dangerous situation. It seems obvious, but it’s surprising how 
often people do it.  Maybe it's just something leaning against a wall in a way that makes it 
vulnerable to falling over or becoming a trip hazard, but sometimes it’s much more dangerous.   
 

As part of our everyday routine, we need to look out for situations where we might be affected 
by careless behavior. Part of being safe is considering how our actions may affect the next 
guy.  Safety shouldn’t end with us; it must include everyone.   
 
Pre-Task Planning and Awareness  
 
We talk about pre-task planning frequently, and there’s good reason. Pre-task planning works 
to keep us safe, especially when we carefully think about the details of the tasks ahead of us. 
 

A couple of ways to improve our pre-task planning include carefully surveying our work area, 
looking around to see what's in the area that we should be aware of.  
  

Surveying our work area is as simple as walking the area to assess potential hazards and 
mitigating them, by either cleaning them up or coordinating with others to get things cleaned 
up. This can help us avoid challenges in our workspace, sometimes even with our own crews. If 
we look ahead carefully, we can avoid a lot of grief and potential incidents.  
 

Increased awareness is a key to safer outcomes. When we are aware of what's around us and 
take action to mitigate the hazards, we're safer than if the hazards are overlooked. 
   

Remember the 20-20-20 campaign from a couple of months ago? Every 20 minutes, take 20 
seconds, to look 20 feet around you. This simple method keeps us up to date on conditions 
around us as we go through our day. The point is, current awareness, however we gain it, keeps 
us safer.   

20-20-20 
Every 20 minutes - Take 20 seconds - To look 20 feet around you 
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