
TOOLBOX TALK, September 22nd, 2025 
 
Training: 
 

In September the Carpenter's union in Portland is offering OSHA 10 on September 26th. The Taper's union is 
doing Fall Protection and First Aid/CPR on the 22nd. You can find your training records at www.fsstools.com 
under the training records tab to see what trainings you need. Sign up for trainings at www.swmsctf.org or 
check schedules at www.fsstools.com.   
 
First Day of Fall 
 
Today is the beginning of the new season and along with the changing calendar comes changing weather. 
We're already driving to work in the dark, and soon enough we'll be driving home in the dark too. Another 
hallmark of fall is colder and wetter weather. To protect against the hazards that come with the new season, 
we need to begin to think about what they are.  
  
Some Recognized Hazards -  

• Slippery, wet surfaces can cause slips, trips and falls 

• Electrical shock can occur when un-grounded or damaged tools are exposed to water 

• Reduced visibility and poor lighting can increase incidents  

• Working in the cold for long periods can lead to muscle strain, sluggish behavior or even hypothermia  

• Wet ground conditions such as mud or loose dirt can result in unstable work areas or pathways 

• Driving conditions become more hazardous with wet, dark streets.  
 

Some Possible Mitigations - 

• Wear high-vis clothing over your rain gear  

• Take mini breaks if you need to warm up  

• Move cautiously on wet surfaces to prevent slips, trips, and falls  

• Practice good housekeeping, keep floors clear of debris 

• Use the right tool – do not use power tools that are not rated for use in the rain or are damaged  

• Wear layers of warm, breathable or waterproof clothes and breathable waterproof footwear.  

• Don’t walk through pooled water without knowing the ground conditions 

• Change out of wet clothes as soon as you get home 

• Slow Down. Adjust your driving to match the conditions. 

• Be sure your vehicle is ready for wet weather. (tires, lights, signals, mirrors)  
 
What are some other hazards can you think of?  How will you handle them? 
 
Assured Grounding 
 
On October 1st. it's time to check all our electrical systems, batteries and cords to confirm they're safe and to 
change our assured grounding color to ORANGE. On www.fsstools.com/assured grounding, you can get 
information about, and report on, assured grounding as soon as you've updated your jobsite. 
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